
WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU DIE WITHOUT A WILL?
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Explanatory Notes 

1.	 The spouse’s or civil partner’s entitlement 
is conditional on surviving the intestate 
for 28 days. 

2.	 The term ‘issue’ includes all direct 
descendants of a person, including 
illegitimate and adopted children (but 
not stepchildren).  Issue will only benefit 
if their parent has predeceased the 
intestate, in which case they will take 
their parent’s share of the estate by 
substitution, in equal shares if more than 
one, contingent on reaching 18 years.
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If you would like further 
advice in relation to the 
intestacy rules, please 
contact Michelmores LLP 
and ask for a member of 
our Probate team on 
+44 (0) 333 004 3456.
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